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LIBRARY CONVENTIONS 








American Library Association, Chi- 
cago, Ill., October 16-21, President, Mr. 
Harry M. Lydenberg; Assistant Direc- 
tor, Public Library, New York City. 

Kentucky Library Association, Rich- 
mond, November 10-11, President, Miss 
Jennie Owen Cochran, Public Library, 
Louisville. 


SUMMER COURSES FOR LIBRARIANS 





Summer courses in Library Science 
will be offered by the following Institu- 
tions: 

University of Kentucky. First term: 
June 12 to July 15; Second term: July 
17 to August 19. 

Western Kentucky State Teachers Col- 
lege. First term: June 7 to July 7; Sec- 
ond term: July 10 to August 11. 

Nazareth College. June 26 to Aug- 
ust 5. 

These courses offer School Librarians 
an opportunity to obtain training de- 
signed to meet the standards of accredi- 
tation of the Standards of the Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
of the Southern States. 

In addition the first two Institutions 
announce general courses for other types 
of library work. 

Those interested in such work can ob- 
tain all desired information regarding 
the work offered by writing Miss Mil- 








cred Semmons, Department of Library 
Science at University of Kentucky, Lex- 
ington; Miss Edna Bothe, Department 
of Library Science, Western Kentucky 
State Teachers CoHege, Bowling Green; 
Sister Mary Anastasia, Dean, Nazareth 
College, 851 Fourth St., Louisville. 





OLD NEWSPAPER FILES 


Miss Ludie J. Kinkead, Chairman of 
the Special Books Collection Committee, 
asks that all librarians in the state send 
her at the Filson Club the following in- 
formation regarding Kentucky News- 
paper Files, or any collection of Ken- 
tucky newspapers they may know of in 
the state or elsewhere: 


Name of paper 

Editor, or publisher 

Date when paper began 

Date when ceased publication, or still 
running 

Daily, weekly, tri-weekly, etc. 

Issues of each paper in the library mak- 
ing report 

Changes in name of paper 

Changes in name of editor 

Combinations with other papers 

These last three with dates , 

If the date of beginning of paper can- 
not be found, give volume and number 
of earliest issue found so the date can be 
approximated. 


This information is to be used by the 
Special Books Collection Committee of 
the Kentucky Library Association. 





BOGUS ECONOMY 


Is it economy to cut your library staff to the 
extent that careless patrons are permitted to 
abuse, remove or lose books because of lack of 
proper supervision? 

Is it economy to allow expensive volumes to 
be used until beyond repair for lack of a small 
fund for rebinding or mending? 

Is it economy to discontinue important periodi- 
cals that will have.to be secured later at a higher 
price in order to complete the files? 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEET- 
ING OF THE KENTUCKY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Miss Jennie Owen Cochran, 
President of the Kentucky Li- 
brary Association, called a 
meeting of the Executive Board 
at the French Village in Louis- 
ville on Friday, April 21, at 
11:30. The six members pres- 
ent were Miss Cochran, Miss 
Pearle Hutchens, Miss Margar- 
et Frazier, Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Kentucky Library Asso- 
ciation, Miss Margaret I. King, 
Mrs. M. A. Leiper and Miss 
Lena B. Nofcier: 

The Board approved of the 
invitation extended to Miss Lu- 
cile F.. Fargo to speak- before 
the joint meeting of the Ken- 
tucky Education Association, 
Secondary Section and the 
School Librarians of the Stute. 

Miss Pearle Hutchins - was 
appointed editor-in-chief of the 
next issue of the Bulletin, to be 

ublished in the fall before the 
ovember meeting. 

It was voted that the Bullet- 
in be continued as a permanent 
part of the activities of the As- 
sociation and that the incoming 
president appoint the editor for 
the coming year. 

A legislative committee will 
be appointed by the president 
to study and prepare for sub- 
mission to the next meeting 
proposed library legislation. 

It was decided that the cer- 
tification of librarians should 
be.an objective of the College 
and University Section. 

Mrs. George T. Settle will be 
asked to continue as Parlia- 
mentarian. 


REPORT OF CHAIRMEN OF 
OBJECTIVE COMMITTEES 
OF THE KENTUCKY LI- 
BRARY ASSOCIATION 


The meeting of the Execu- 
tive Board and Chairmen of the 
Objective Committees held in 
the Henry Watterson Room of 
the Louisville Free Public Li- 
brary was called to order by 
the President of the Kentucky 
Library Association, Miss Coch- 
ran at 10:00 A.M., April 22. 


The reports of Work accom- 


plished by the Chairman of 
each Committee follows: 


Publicity Committee. 


Miss Lena B. Nofcier, acting 
chairman reported that the 
major objective of the commit- 
tee had been accomplished by 
the publication of the Bulletin 
of the Kentucky Library Asso- 
ciation. 


College and University 
Committee. 


Miss Isabel Bennett, Chair- 
man, reported as follows: A 
Library Institute was held at 
Western Kentucky Teachers 
College, Bowling Green, on 
Saturday, April 15th. The 
meeting was planned primarily 
for librarians of small public 
libraries and teacher-librarians 
of the small high schools of 
Western Kentucky. The pro- 
gram included discussions on 
periodical and pamphlet ma- 
terial, reference books for high 
schools, book selection, and in- 
struction in the use of the libra- 
ry. A demonstration lesson in 
the mending of books and visits 
to the Training School Library 
and College Library were con- 
ducted. There were sixteen 
people in attendance. 

A Library Institute was held 
in Berea at the Berea Library 
on April 18. There were 
about twenty persons from 
Berea and Richmond State Col- 
lege who took part or listened 
in on the meeting. Miss Nof- 
cier, Secretary of the Kentucky 
Library Commission, was pres- 
ent and added much to the dis- 
cussion. The various subjects 
discussed and their leaders 
were as follows: 


1. Accessioning and shelf list- 
ing. Miss Richardson, 


Eastern Kentucky Teach- 
ers College. 


Administration and rec- | 
ords. Miss Nofcier, Secre- 
tary, Ky: Library Com. 


Book Mending. Miss Mer- 
row, Berea. 


Book Selection and order-: 
ing. Miss Engle, Berea. 


Periodical and pamphlet’ 
material. Miss Floyd, 
Berea. 


Children’s Books. Miss 
Mason, Eastern Ky. Teach- 
ers College. 


A visit to the Extension de- = 
partment of the Berea Library 
was greatly appreciated by the | 
visiting members who attended © 
the Institute. 


Miss Isabel Bennett Miss 
Margie Helm, Miss fiena B. 
Moicier and Miss Ruth Theo- 
bald are to work out plans for’ 
tre next meetings of the Insti- 
tutes. 


The Certification of Librar- 
ians was made an asset objec- 
tive of this Committee. 


ADULT EDUCATION 


Miss Edna J. Grauman, 
chairman, gave the following: 
report of the work of the com-' 
mittee: 


The Louisville Free Public 
Library was represented in’ 
each of the movements listed 7 
below. 


1. University of Louisville. 
Adult Education. Pro- 
gram paid series. 


University of Louisville 
Adult Education, Unem- 
ployment program. Free 
neighborhood series. 


Recreation Council, recent- 
ly held meeting of princi- 
pals and various neighbor- 
hood workers to determine 
what can be done to pro- 
vide adequate programs 
for the use of the Adult’s 
leisure time. 


Free series of lectures in 
Assembly Room, Louisville 
Free Public Library on Un-) 
derstanding the Financial 
Crisis. 
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5. County Adult Education 
Movement, part of White 
House Conference Group. 
Subject, Family and Par- 
ental Education. 


SURVEY AND EXTENSION 
COMMITTEE 


Mr. Harold Brigham, Chair- 
man, reported that another 
member, Miss Dorothy Good- 
win, had been added to his 
committee. No report was 
made as to work accomplished. 


HIGH SCHOOLS 
COMMITTEE 


Miss Susan E. Miller, Chair- 
man, announced the accomp- 
lishment of two objectives of 
this committee: (1) Miss Ruth 
Theobald had been appointed 
State Supervisor of School 
Libraries, to take office July 
1, 1933. (2) The joint meet- 
ing of the Kentucky Educa- 
tional Association, Secondary 
Section and the School Librar- 
ians which was held at the 
Kentucky Hotel on April 21, 
1933 with Miss Lucile F. Far- 
go as speaker sponsored by the 
Kentucky Library Association. 
Miss Miller said that the mem- 
bers of this committee are 
ready to cooperate in every 
way with Miss Theobald in 
working on any objectives 
which she may plan. 


BOOK WEEK COMMITTEE 


Miss Winifred Hutchings, 
Chairman, reported that the 
committee is ready to help car- 
ry forward the work of Book 
Week, next fall in cooperation 
with Miss Nofcier, Secretary of 
the Kentucky Library Commis- 
sion, with emphasis placed up- 
on Adult reading. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES COUNTY 
WORK 


Miss Alma J. L’Hommedieu, 
Chairman telegraphed that she 
} would be unable to attend the 

meeting and that her report 
= would be forwarded. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS 

Miss Ludie J. Kinkead, 
j Chairman, reported that she 
had continued the work -start- 
ed and asked for suggestions 
upon completing the newspap- 
er files alone or continuing 


work upon periodicals and 
special collections. It was vot- 
ed that the special objective 
for the coming year be the 
completion of the newspaper 
file. 


CHILDREN’S WORK 
COMMITTEE 


The Committee on the Chil- 
dren’s work of the Kentucky 
Library Association arranged 
two questionnaires for the pur- 
pose of surveying children’s 
work in public libraries of Ken- 
tucky and to determine the 
courses in children’s literature 
and children’s work being 
given in the Teachers’ colleges 
and universities of the state. 

A questionnaire of twenty- 
eight questions entitled, “Sur- 
vey of Children’s Work in the 
Libraries of Kentucky”, was 
sent to sixty-seven libraries, as 
listed in the report of the Ken- 
tucky Library Commission ; for- 
ty-three answered. A _ ques- 
tionnaire of nineteen questions 
entitled, “Survey of courses in 


Children’s Literature and Chil-. 


dren’s Work’, was sent to ten 
Teachers’ colleges and univer- 
sities and answers were re- 
ceived from eight. 

Judging from the answers to 
the first questionnaire, free 
public library service has not 
been extended to the children 
and young people of Kentucky 
to the same degree that it has 
to adults. Limiting the follow- 
ing statement to the answers 
from the questionnaire and to 
the printed report of the Ken- 
tucky Library Commission, no 
systematic program for the de- 
velopment of work with chil- 
dren and young people is be- 
ing sponsored by the Commis- 
sion or the Kentucky Library 
Association. Generally speak- 
ing, the conclusion reached by 
the chairman some time ago 
that work with children and 
young people in the puplic li- 
braries of Kentucky does not 
rest upon a foundation that as- 
sures future growth, has been 
substantiated by the above 
fact. 

The tendency toward meet- 
ing the High School library 
standards set by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools, and also 


evidence of interest in elemen- 
tary school libraries indicate 
growth in library facilities for 
children in the coming years. 

The result of the second 
questionnaire is gratifying. The 
eight colleges and universities 
which answered are giving 
courses in children’s literature 
and three of them are giving 
courses in children’s work. 
University credit is given for 
both courses. 

The hundreds of students 
taking these courses each year 
will go into the schools of Ken- 
tucky and elsewhere carrying 
with them a keener apprecia- 
tion of the place of juvenile 
literature in the teaching of 
fundamental ideas and ideals 
and a recognition of the im- 
portance of reading in the rec- 
reational life of the growing 
child. 

This growth in the study of 
juvenile literature by teachers 
is also an indication of the 
trend in the establishment of 
school libraries. 

Chairman: Bernice W. Bell 
Alma St. Clair. 
Pearle Hutchens 
Mrs. H. C. Henderson 

The name of this committee 
was tentatively changed from 
Children’s Work Committee to 
Children’s and Young People’s 
Work in Public Libraries. 


EXCERPTS FROM MISS 
FARGO’S ADDRESS 





Miss Lucile Fargo,. Director 
of the Library School, George 
Peabody College for Teachers, 
addressed a joint meeting of 
the Kentucky Educational As- 
sociation. 

Miss Fargo’s subject was 
“The Key to Curriculum En- 
richment.” She brought out 
many salient facts regarding 
modern trends in school cur- 
riculum, the following of which 
were especially impressive: , 

“The School is a device 
for making available the ac- 
cumulated experience of the 
past and for introducing the 
pupil to tools and techniques 
useful in his further pro- 
gress. It is well to realize 
that the school reflects so- 
ciety, and in the long run 
teaches the things which so- 
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. ciety thinks should be 


taught. 

In the modern view, a li- 
brary is “knowledge made 
accessible’—not knowledge 
stored away on untouched 
shelves—but world exper- 
ience in printed form ar- 
ranged for the service of the 
learner. 


The day of text-book in- 
struction is passing and the 
ever-widening curriculum 
becomes dependent upon 
that “knowledge made ac- 
cessible’”’ which is the libra- 
ry. 

The school library is elim- 
inated .from- the luxury 
fringe of school appendages, 
and becomes an agency vital 
to the whole scheme of edu- 
cation. 


The text cannot cover, nor 
can the over-burdened teach- 
er encompass, in the allotted 
time, all those curiosities, 
skills, and interests through 
the exercise of which the 
child makes a place for him- 
nis in our complex civiliza- 

ion. 


In a recent issue of the N. E. 
A. Journal Arthur I. Gates has 
this to say: 


“A greater and more ef- 
fective use of school books 
and printed materials de- 
signed to aid or wholly to en- 
able the pupil to learn by 
himself what must otherwise 
be laboriously and expen- 
sively taught orally, has been 
advocated by experts in 
learning for a quarter-cen- 
tury. During recent years, 
such materials have been 
vastly improved in usefulness 
and reduced in costs. They 
represent an equipment 
which schools should provide 
abundantly in the most pros- 
perous times even if the more 
expensive oral instruction 
and :iechanical teaching de- 
vices could be easily afford- 
ed. The liberal use of books 
and printed learning mater- 
ials is a sound policy under 
any circumstances. Under 
the present conditions, when 
the need for reduction of éx- 
penditures is insistent, a 

-Taarked extension in the use 


of books and printed learn- 
ing materials, instead of be- 
ing an extravagance, is the 
most obvious and certain 
means of economizing with- 
out improverishing educa- 
tion.” 


It is given to many to believe 
that the library operating as a 
service institution of boys and 
girls even though teacher- 
taught subject matter may be 
materially reduced. 





LIBRARY-STUDY HALL 
COMBINATION 


By 
Kathryn Sullivan. 


Miss Fargo has shown us 
clearly in her “Library in The 
School” the differences be- 
tween the purposes of the 
library and the study-hall. The 
study-hall is a place provided 
where pupils may prepare as- 
signed lessons in a text. It is 
organized with the idea of 
group supervision and its for- 
mality discourages initiative. 
Because of the work which is 
expected to be accomplished, 
freedom of movement is neces- 
sarily frowned upon. The li- 
brary is a place where the pu- 
pil repairs when the textbook 
fails him. Consultation with 
one who can direct him to var- 
ied sources of information is 
probably its greatest advan- 
tage. It is organized for indi- 
vidual growth and the develop- 
ment of initiative freedom, 
necessary to independent 
search for facts or for brow- 
sing among the newest and best 
materials, is one objective of 
the library. 


Can these two organizations, 
having so few points of resem- 
blance, be sucessfully put into 
one? 


A very common plan used re- 
cently by school systems of 
Kentucky, in meeting the 
Southern Association require- 
ment concerning the location 
of the library in the school 
building, has been to combine 
the library with the study-hall. 
Granting that this arrangement 
may be a commendable begin- 
ning and that it may prove the 


only practical plan for the 
very small high school, are we, 
when this step has been accom- 
plished, prone to relax in our 
efforts to obtain the ideal sep- 
arate room for library activi- 
ties ? 

Let us not overlook the fol- 
lowing questions: 


1. Even though she teaches © 
no academic subject, is the per- 
son in charge of a high school — 
library-study-hall really the 
full-time librarian for which 
those 
striving ? 


2. With this arrangement, 
how many school librarians are 
forced to leave library duties 
(other than the reference ques- 
tions which must be answered, 
as the time allows, at the mo- 
ment or not at all) until the 
after-school hours and begin 
them in a state of exhaustion? 


3. With a new pedagogy — 
demanding of children a 
knowledge of the use of books 


and libraries, should there not 4 


be some periods when no stu- 
dents are scheduled to the 
room in order that the librarian 
may give this instruction in its 
proper environment? 


4. Do we need the same 
type of furniture and equip- 
ment in a library as in a study- 
hall? Is the same arrange- 
ment desirable? 


5. Will compulsory attend- 
ance in a library take away the 
atmosphere and_ inspiration 
which should make this spot 
the heart of the school? 


6. Because of the condition 
arising from an overcrowded 
room, are we to allow the idea | 
to become prevalent that the 
prime or only qualification for 
school librarianship is the pow- 
er to discipline? 


7. Is it sound economy to 
combine two dissimilar jobs if | 
both must suffer from the 
plan? 


8. Who will guide the read- 
ing interests of our school chil- 
dren if the librarian, who 
should be the best qualified 
member of the faculty for the 
task, is too busy with the duties 
of a large study hall? 





interested have been © 





ed 
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STATE SUPERVISOR 
OF SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Mr. James H. Richmond, 
State Supervisor of Public In- 
struction, announces that Miss 
Ruth Theobald has been ap- 
pointed State Supervisor of 
High School Libraries to take 
office July 1. Miss Theobald is 
well qualified to fill her new 
position having previously held 
the following positions: an as- 
sistant for seven years at the 
Crescent Hill Branch of the 
Louisville Free Public Library ; 
one year spent in study in the 
Training Class for work with 
children in the Cleveland Pub- 
lic Library then for seven years 
engaged in Children’s work 
and School Library work in 
Cleveland Public Library 
with an additional three years 
experience in Audubon Junior 
High School in the same city; 
in charge of Children’s Work 
in the Public Libraries of Dal- 
las, Texas and Montclair, N. 
J.; became instructor in Li- 


brary Service for children at 
the School of Library Science 


at Western Reserve at Cleve- 
land after taking the General 
Library School course; instruc- 
tor in Library Science for a 
summer session at Spelman 
College, Atlanta, Ga. and for 
one summer at the Universitv 
of Kentucky at Lexington: 
served one term in the library 
of Shawnee High School at 
Louisville. 





BITS OF KENTUCKY 
LIBRARY HISTORY 
URSULINES, LOUISVILLE 


Among the educational ac- 
tivities of the Ursuline Nuns, 
none is more genuinely charac- 
teristic of their foundress than 
that of librarian; for one of the 
most beautifully human pen 
pictures drawn from her bio- 
graphy is that of Angela Mer- 
ici surrounded by young chil- 
dren of Desenzano, whom she 
is teaching to read profitable 
books. For nearly four cen- 
turies Ursuline Nuns have been 
teachers, and never has this 
Order had any other mission. 
Teaching is their exclusive 
life’s work. Little wonder then 


that as Ursulines the library has 
a fascinating appeal for them. 

Ursuline Academy is the first 
high school in Kentucky to be 
opened by Ursuline Nuns. Since 
its inception in 1859, the libra- 
ry has been its “Benjamin’’, 
and the collection of books a 
labor of delight. Time is not so 
long ago when one heard little 
about the standardized high 
school or college library, but 
Ursuline Academy did have a 
library in which were to be 
found valuable tomes on peda- 
gogy, and education in both the 
French and German languages, 
the inheritance from our re- 
vered Mother De Sales and her 
first companions. However, 
many of these books were de- 
stroyed when Sacred Heart 
Academy burned in 1917. 

In 1886 the boarding school 
department of Ursuline Aca- 
demy was transferred to the 
site of the present Sacred Heart 
Academy on Lexington Road. 
A second Ursuline high school 
was begun and a second Ursu- 
line library of artistic design 
was started at a very early date 
as pictures in the present li- 
brary give evidence. 

The Sacred Heart Junior Col- 
lege Library has approximately 
10,000 volumes, the greater 
number of which has been col- 
lected since 1917, at which time 
the library was destroyed by 
fire. The library was reorgan- 
ized and classified under the 
Dewey Decimal classification 
system in November, 1921 un- 
der the capable direction of 
Miss Jennie O. Cochran. 

Ursuline girls appreciate the 
library and they show a keen 
and practical interest in its 
progress. 

During Book Week this year, 
at Ursuline Academy, during 
an assembly period Miss Kath- 
erine Cody and Miss Eleanor 
Kipper impersonated the actual 
interview between the editor of 
the Catholic Library World and 
Reverend Owen Francis Dud- 
ley. In this interview the au- 
thor of “‘The Masterful Monk” 
and the “Pageant of Life” ex- 
pressed his personal views on 
such vital topics of the day as: 
How does Catholic English lit- 
erature of the twentieth cen- 
tury compare with the Victo- 


rian era? What.are the ten out- 
standing Catholic books of the 
present century? Why do so 
comparatively few Catholic 
novelists attain widespread 
fame in their profession? Is 
there any Catholic novel writ- 
ten in the past decade which 
will be regarded as real litera- 
ture by critics of the next gen- 
eration? 

Miss Vera Garvey and Miss 
Mary Evelyn Eastin of the art 
class presented the library at 
Ursuline Academy with two 
very attractive posters. The 
one, a painting, represented a 
large island on which were a 
boy and girl, alone, with only 
the sky above and the water all 
around. But these children 
were a picture of contentment 
and happiness, for before them 
was an open book and nearby 
on the island were two other 
stacks of books. The poster 
bore the name, “Treasure Is- 
land”’. 

The second poster represent- 
ed a stage with sure enough 
curtains. To the front sat a 
Hindu king with an open book; 
the background showed in sil- 
houette what he was reading. 

There are many channels 
through which Ursulines may 
well direct their efforts in the 
field of education, but for the 
present their impetus is to pro- 
mote the development of Cath- 
olic library progress by pro- 
gress in Ursuline libraries. 

Sister Mary Austin, 
Librarian, Ursuline .Academy, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 


LETTER FROM KENTUCKY 
LIBRARY COMMISSION 


to 
MEMBERS OF KENTUCKY 
FEDERATION OF WO- 
MEN’S CLUBS. 


Miss Esther Burch, Repre- 
sentative of the Kentucky Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs on 
the Kentucky Library Commis- 
sion Board, recently sent to the 
club members the following let- 
ter which explains the financial 
handicap under which the 
Commission is now working. 

Stanford, Kentucky, 
May 1, 1933. 
Dear Club Member: 

As the representative of the 

Kentucky Federation of Wo- 
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men’s Clubs on the Kentucky 
Library Commission Board, I 
should “like. to give you some 
impofttant information concern- 
ing this department. 


As you know, the Kentucky 
Library Commission was estab- 
lished largely through the ef- 
forts of the Federation. It is 
the one State Department 
which has incorporated in its 
law that one member of the 
board must-be a representative 
of the Kentucky Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. The Ken- 
tucky Library Commission is 
the ‘‘child” of the Federation 
and one of which it may justly 
be proud. One of the inspec: 
tors who inspected the Com- 
mission records made the state-. 
ment that it was the most ef- 


ficiently and economically ad-. 


ministered department in the 
State. 


The Kentucky Library Com- 
mission has carried on the 
traveling library work which 
the Federation began in 1900. 
In 1910 the department was 
created to carry on this work. 
In 1911 individual reference 
service was established. The 
growth of the department has 
been gradual and its effects 
far-reaching. In 1928 a full- 
time organizer was employed 
whose duties it was to travel 
over the State and aid libraries 
in actually getting their collec. 
tion available for use. When 
the budget. was slashed in 
March 1932, the appropriation 
of the Kentucky Library Com- 
mission was reduced 42%, $5,- 
500.00 per year. This made 
necessary the curtailment of 
services. Practically all or- 
ganizing activities were sus- 
pended and individual refer- 
ence service was temporarily 
discontinued, while a special 
provision was made for clubs 
by proving three months’ club 
service. 


Individual reference service 
must be re-established as soon 
as possible, not only so that we 
May more efficiently carry on 
our study programs, but also 
that the citizens of our com- 
monwealth may again enjoy 
the privileges of free book ser- 
vice. 


+ 


Let us lend our whole-heart- 
ed support to the Kentucky Li- 
brary Commission in an en- 
deavor to keep our “child” 
from starving to death or com- 
plete extinction. 


Yours very cordially, 
ESTHER W. BURCH, 
Esther W. Burch, 
K. F. W. C. Representative 
Kentucky Library Commission 
Board. 


CONFERENCE AT 
CHAPEL HILL 


Kentucky was represented by Harold 
F. Brigham of Louisville at an im- 
portant regional conference held on 
April 7 and 8 at the University of 
North Carolina. The meeting was 
arranged jointly by the American Li- 
brary Association and the Southeast- 
ern Library Association. 

There were in attendance 83 official 
representatives of educational, cul- 
tural, religious, social welfare, and 
character building agencies from nine 
southern states, including libraries, 
colleges and universities, women’s 
clubs, civic clubs, Y. M. C. A’s, Boy 
Scouts of America and educational 
foundations. 


The conference considered the re- 
lationship of these various agencies 
in a well rounded community program, 
and. attempted to arrive at an under- 
standing of their mutual problems in 
the light of both the present and the 
future. The library received special 
consideration in its relationship to the 
other agencies, and in its government- 
al and economic aspects, recognizing 
recent changes and trends in political, 
financial and social conditions. 


The conference adopted the fellow- 
ing conclusions and recommendations: 


1. The continued existence of a 
democratic society depends upon the 
maintenance of the educational, cul- 
tural, and social institutions which 
promote general education and whole 
some living. These are schools, eol- 
leges, universities, libraries, museums, 
churches, and other character-building 
institutions and agencies for health 
and welfare. The services of these 
institutions must be preserved. 


2. The South has the capacity to 
support all social and cultural institu- 
tions necessary to a civilized society. 
Its natural resources are unequaled in 
any other section of the country and 
only proper social and economic plan- 
ning are required for the realization 
of adequate educational, cultural, and 
social welfare services for all its citi 
zens. 


3. The importance and the neces- 
sity for economy in all governmental 
and other public services are recog- 
nized. Such economy should be con- 
structive rather than destructive. It 
should be appreciated that as a result 
of the depression, the. demands upon 
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the first line of attack. 


5. Abolition of the spoils system 7 
and substitution of the merit system™ 
in the selection of. public officials ig” 
the first requisite of a sound program © 
of constructive economy in govern-= 


ment. 


6. The- necessity for enlarging the 
areas of public administration in local © 
government in the South is recognized; 


Consolidation of counties or consolida- 


tion of functions as between counties” 
is particularly recommended as a soli- © 
tion to this problem. Attention is” 


called to the possibilities for economy. 


through improved administrative” 


methods, such as centralized purchas-. 
ing and adequate budgetary control. 


7. Reorganization of the intertial” 


structure of the units of local govern. 


ment to centralize responsibility is a4 


real need. 
8. Free public library service is an 


indispensable part of a well-roundéd | 


program of community lHlfe. ‘ft 
strengthens and extends appreciation: 


of the cultural and spiritual values” 
of life; it diffuses information and id-: 


eas necessary to the present welfare’ 
and future advancement of a commun 
ity; it offers to every citizen the means: 
of self-education throughout life. In-) 
as much as so many governmental 
units in every Southern state are ap 
parently unable at present to suppor 
public library service, it is reasonable: 


to look to each state to organize, ad 


minister, and support a state-wide sys 
tem of public library service. 


9. It is apparent that.a need exists 
in every community for machinery 
which will make possible adequate 
consideration of the interests of the’ 
entire community, rather than of spec? 
ial groups. We urge formation of @ 
citizens’ council in every community, 
such council to be composed of repre 
sentatives of all the influential organ- 
izations in the community. A citizens” 
council should study the problems of 
local government, evaluate the vario: 
services in the light of the communi 
interest and work out a comprehensi 
plan for reduction of expenditures 
based upon the elimination of waste 
with the preservation of essential ser- 
vices. 


10. We 


commend the advances 
made possible by benefactions of in 
dividuais and foundations; throught 
the cooperation of the press, the rae 
dio, and other agencies of publicity? 
of government officials and of many 
local and national organization 
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